
FAQ for 6 Feet to 3 Feet Plan 

 

Q:  Will the District be making changes now that the NYSDOH has issued guidance changing the 
physical distancing requirement from 6 feet to 3 feet? 

A:  Yes, on April 9, 2021, the NYSDOH released updated guidance that allows PreK-6 students to attend 
school and maintain 3 feet of physical distancing while wearing a mask.  

 

Q:  Based on this updated guidance, will students be returning to 5 days of in-person instruction? 

A: No, ALL PreK-6 students have the option to attend 4 days of in-person instruction. Wednesday will 
stay the same with synchronous and asynchronous learning at home.   

 

Q:  Is the Hybrid Option (2-day) still an option? 

A:  No. It is not possible to offer a hybrid, full-time, and 100% remote option.   

 

Q:  When does the District plan to make these changes from 6 feet to 3 feet? 

A:  All K-3 (Ohio, Drake & Spruce) and UPK students who elect to begin 4-days of in-person instruction 
will begin on Monday, April 26, 2021. All 4-6 (North Tonawanda Intermediate) students who elect to 
begin 4-days of in-person instruction will begin on Monday, May 3, 2021. 

 

Q:  What do I need to do to notify the school for my child to attend 4-days? 

A:  All K-6 students who participated in the Hybrid 2-day model will automatically be changed to 4-days 
of in-person instruction. You ONLY need to contact your child’s school if you choose for your child to 
attend the 100% remote option. Again, the 2-day Hybrid model is no longer an option.  

 

Q:  Will bussing be an option for all 4 days? 

A:  Yes, current bus riders will move from 2 to 4 days of transportation on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday. Parents will be notified by transportation of any changes. 

 

Q: My child currently attends Before & After School Care. Is this an option for all 4 days? 

A: Yes, please contact the YMCA at 874-5051 to make any changes and ask questions, and/or Boys & 
Girls Club at 873-9842. Please visit Link to School-Age Child Care Information. 

 

https://www.ntschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=206


Q:  Why are changes not being made for students in grades 7-12? 

A: Based on the NYSDOH guidance, Niagara County is considered a “high transmission” area when the 
rate of COVID infection is more than 100 cases per 100,000 people. COVID-19 Tracker Under this CDC 
indicator level, elementary (PK-6) students may be distanced 3 feet apart in classrooms, but middle and 
high school students (7-12) MUST stay at 6 feet unless they can remain with the same group of students 
all day long. This is referred to as "cohorting.” The intricacies of student schedules in grades 7-12 make it 
very difficult to "cohort" these students in the same way as our K-3 and Intermediate schools. This 
means that we will not be able to bring grades 7-12 back for full-time attendance this school year under 
this guidance. 

Q: Our children have been through significant change this school year. They are comfortable with the 
2-day hybrid schedule, so it seems like changing to 4-day of in person learning would just add more 
upheaval to their routine. Is it worth it for only two months left in the school year? 

A:  We believe the academic benefits and social/emotional benefits inherent to bringing students back 
4-days are worth the potential disruption.  Full-time, in-person learning is the most effective 
instructional model, even for the last couple of months of the school year. 

 

Q: Will students at all grade levels be required to still wear masks at school? 

A: Yes, all staff, students, and visitors are required to wear masks while on school property.  

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

